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SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT OF STATE PRESS BRIEFING, MARCH 23, 

1978 

FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE NOON 
BRIEFING, MARCH 23, 1978: 

Q: IS ASSISTANT SECRETARY MOOSE STILL IN SOMALIA? 

A: I JUST HEARD THIS MORNING THAT HE HAS LEFT AND HE IS 
GOING ON WITH HIS PREVIOUSLY ANNOUNCED TRAVEL TO SAUDI 
ARABIA. 

Q: HAS HE CONCLUDED ANY AGREEMENTS WITH THE GOVERNMENT 
THERE REGARDING ARMS SUPPLIES OR ECONOMIC AID ? 

A: I THINK WE ARE GOING TO HAVE TO WAIT FOR HIM TO GET 
BACK, TO GIVE YOU THE DEFINITIVE ANSWER. MY IMPRESSION 
IS THAT THERE IS NOTHING THAT I CAN TELL YOU ABOUT THAT 
TODAY IN ANY CASE, BOB. 

Q: THERE ARE SOME COMMENTS FROM SOMALI SOURCES (I THINK 
THEY WERE EMBASSY SOURCES OUT OF THE COUNTRY) THAT THE 
UNITED STATES HAS FAILED IN ITS PROMISE TO GUARANTEE THE 
SAFETY OF THE WESTERN SOMALI GUERRILLAS; AND THAT 
ETHIOPIANS ARE BEHEADING THEM AND DOING OTHER NASTY THINGS 
TO THEM IN THE OGADEN REGION. DO YOU HAVE ANY INFORMA- 
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TION ON THAT? 

AND WAS THERE ANY UNDERTAKING BY THE UNITED STATES TO 
GUARANTEE THE SAFETY OF THOSE GUERRILLAS? 

A: I DON'T THINK WE UNDERTOOK TO "GUARANTEE" - I 
THINK THAT AT ONE POINT WE SUGGESTED THERE MIGHT BE 
NEUTRAL OBSERVERS SENT IN TO TAKE A LOOK AT WHAT WAS 
HAPPENING IN THE AFTERMATH OF THE FIGHTING. 

I CANT CONFIRM IN THE WAY OF INDEPENDENT INFORMATION, 

THE REPORTS THAT YOU MENTIONED ABOUT THE INDIGNITIES 
BEING PERFORMED IN THE OGADEN. 

OF COURSE I HAVE SEEN THE SAME STORIES. 

Q: ON THAT, THERE WAS POSTED AN ANSWER YESTERDAY SAYING 
THAT THE NEED OF THESE OBSERVERS WASN'T TOO URGENT 
ANYMORE BECAUSE - I THINK IT SAID THAT SOMALIA AND 
ETHIOPIA ARE "BINDING THE WOUNDS OF WAR." 

CAN YOU GIVE SOME EXAMPLES OF WHAT THEY ARE DOING TO BD 
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THE WOUNDS OF WAR? 

A: I CAN PROBABLY LOOK INTO THAT AND TRY TO GIVE YOU 
SOME. YES. I JUST MERELY DON’T HAVE THE INFORMATION 
HERE NOW. 

I DON'T THINK WE WOULD HAVE MADE THE STATEMENT BASED ON 
HOT AIR. 

Q: - I WAS WONDERING IF THE STATE DEPARTMENT HAS A 
STRONG STATEMENT ON THIS SUPPRESSION OF THE FREEDOM OF 
THE PRESS (IN PAKISTAN) AS IT DID ALMOST INSTANTLY WHEN 
THE VORSTER GOVERNMENT CLOSED DOWN A BLACK NEWSPAPER 
IN JOHANNESBURG. 
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A: NO, I DON'T HAVE ANY KIND OF A STATEMENT, STRONG OR 
OTHERWISE. 

VANCE 
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NNN 
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